AMBASSADOR CARDOZO MANALO LUNA

ASSUMES HIS DUTIES IN THE NETHERLANDS
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Ambassador Cardozo Manalo Luna at the entrance of the Palace after presenting his credentials to Her Majesty the Queen of the Netherlands.  

PNBC has the honor to welcome Ambassador Cardozo Manalo Luna who arrived in the Netherlands on 6 August 2009.  
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Ambassador Luna brings with him a wealth of experience from rendering 38 years of public service in the military.  Prior to his early retirement on 1 May 2009, Ambassador Luna held the rank of Lieutenant General and served as the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) Vice Chief of Staff from 7 May 2008 to 1 May 2009.  

In addition to being a military man by profession, Ambassador Luna has a wide perspective and knowledge of economic relations.  Having obtained his Master of Arts in Economics Development from the University of the Philippines, Master of Arts in Economics Planning and PhD candidacy from the University of Pennsylvania, the Ambassador will bring a breath of fresh air to the existing economic relations between the Philippines and the Netherlands.  

Ambassador Luna looks forward to working closely with the PNBC Dutch Chapter in forging stronger ties between the Philippines and the Netherlands.


[image: image3.png]



PHILIPPINE-NETHERLANDS BUSINESS COUNCIL (PNBC)

Dutch Chapter

Newsletter, September 2009
PNBC OFFICERS MEETING WITH BID NETWORK

PNBC Chairman Mr. Ton Hens and PNBC Board Member Mr. Ric J. Hettinga met with Ms. Anneke Evers of the BiD Network on 23 July 2009 at the Embassy of the Philippines in The Hague to explore possible avenues of cooperation between PNBC and BiD.
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The Business in Development (BiD) Network is a not for profit organisation based in the Netherlands that sources and selects business plans of Small and Medium sized Enterprises (SMEs) in emerging markets. BiD Network offers tools to the best entrepreneurs, paving the way for them to access finance. 

What started off as a small business plan competition for business in emerging markets in 2005, has grown into a professional platform (www.bidnetwork.org), which deals with over 8000 business plans worldwide and works together with local partners in 12 countries in order to help entrepreneurs get ready for finance. 

Through the Investor Matchmaking department the best business plans are then actively matched to financiers internationally and also locally. 

One of BiD Network’s focus countries is the Philippines in which it has been working closely with PBSP since 2006. 
 
Some examples of promising entrepreneurs with whom BiD Network currently works in the Philippines:
 
Alaykalinga
·          Sector: Healthcare & life sciences

·          Short explanation: Micro insurance business. The entrepreneurs have developed and tested an ICT system that can handle a vast amount of insurance transactions, and which is fully automated. Their clients (mainly non urban and thus less connected people) subscribe, pay and can even get reimbursed through mobile phone text messaging. 

·          Links: www.bidnetwork.org/83927 and www.alaykalinga.com
Rags2riches
·          Sector: waste & recycling
·          Short explanation: Rags2Riches is a social enterprise that sells fashion bags designed by top fashion icon Rajo Laurel and high-end rugs woven by Payatas women from scrap materials, normally thrown away.

·          Links: www.bidnetwork.org/91547 and www.rags2riches.ph 

 
Integrated Tropical Abalone Project
·          Sector: Agriculture:  fishing & marine products and food processing

·          Short explanation: an inclusive value-chain venture, which provides a completely integrated production system for tropical abalone from seed to processed product. The venture will be composed of a abalone hatchery, grow out production, canned abalone processing, research & development and marketing & distribution. 

·          Link: www.bidnetwork.org/91454 

 
If you are interested in one of these proposed business or want more information on how to join the BiD Network’s global network as for instance an entrepreneur, coach or even as an investor, feel free to contact Anneke Evers. You can do this through: anneke.evers[at]bidnetwork.org or though 020-7555005.
 
REGIONAL ROUND TABLE MEETING ON COMMODITY DEVELOPMENT IN ASIA

NANNING, GUANGXI AUTONOMOUS REGION, 

PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

The Head of the PNBC Secretariat Dutch Chapter, 3rd Secretary Maria Cynthia P. Pelayo of the Embassy of the Philippines, attended the recently concluded Common Fund for Commodities (CFC) meeting as one of the representatives of the Philippine Government from 17-20 August 2009 in Guangxi, China.    
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view of Nanning, Guangxi Autonomous Region, PRC
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Together with Ms. Pelayo were representatives from the Department of Agriculture namely Dr. Editha Lomerio, Regional Director of the Department of Agriculture based in Legaspi City, Albay, Ms. Mystic Pelayo, Supervising Statistician of the Department of Agriculture, and Executive Director Arsenio Tanchuling of the Tambuyog Development Center in Quezon City.

The meeting served as a venue for the Philippines to obtain possible funding for 2 projects with the CFC.  The first project focuses on improved crop management of abaca, where approximately 85% of world production comes from the Philippines, followed by Ecuador which produces approximately 15%.  

Dr. Editha Lomerio, Regional Director of the Department of Agriculture, informed the CFC Working Group that the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) Intergovernmental Group on Hard Fibres Meeting from 22-23 October 2009 in the Philippines will hold further discussions on the situation of abaca producers in the Philippines.  

The second project would be a pilot study on price risk management scheme for Philippine farmers.  Dr. Lomerio noted that Philippine farmers are already organized, making them good participants for a price risk management scheme.  

The Embassy of the Philippines is currently looking for other projects that can be proposed to the CFC.  Interested parties may contact the Economic Section of the Embassy at (070) 360.4820 extension 223 or send an email to multilateral @philembassy.nl

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Featured topics in issue October 2009: 

· Best practices on doing business in the Philippines

· Interview with Abobot 
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